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Coming Tuesday

Focus on food:
Learning from
the experts

Rivalry ratchets
up the heat
Conant boys basketball
takes ConVal in defeat, 
Conant girls basketball
goes for win against ConVal
in overtime.
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THURSDAY DRUG BUST: Police charge Temple residents with growing marijuana Page 3

News

Sports

Citizen petitions
shake up ballot
Voters in the ConVal School
district will face questions
on  consolidating the 
middle school classes.

Page 2

Possible cuts rile
WLC supporters
Tension heightens over
budget as committee 
requests recommendations
for drastic cuts.

Page 3

The
Latest

Follow us
on Facebook

2012
NEW ENGLAND

AWARD FOR
OUTSTANDING
JOURNALISM

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
CHAMPIONS OF
THE RIGHT TO

KNOW 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
WEBSITE OF THE YEAR
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 Rountree Ford Lincoln   • 119 Monadnock Highway • Route 12 South • Swanzey, NH •   603-283-5900
 Visit us on line at www.RountreeFord.com

 Choose from our Ford Certified 
 Pre-Owned Inventory!

 Only 18.5 miles west of Peterborough

 Full Service
 Department

 Over 75 Used
 Vehicles!

Collaborator
A production

from London’s
National Theater
will show live at

the Peterborough
Players on the

big screen
Saturday

Page 18

Firsts, again
Sharon Arts
Center 65th
Members

Exhibition opens
Friday with
reception in
downtown

Peterborough

Page 13

Memories
The Abstracts
almost hit the
big time in the
1960s; band
member Don

Sucher, of
Peterborough,
remembers.
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Musically
The Tara Greenblatt

band, which
includes members
from Peterborough
and New Ipswich,
will perform at the
Listening Room on

Saturday

Page 15

Opera star
Baritone James
Maddalena will

perform in
Hancock at the
Norway Pond

music series, in
‘Wintereise’ 

program Sunday

Page 15

5
THINGS TO DO

Full calendar, Page 15

Details
emerge
in local
tragedy

BY ALYSSA DANDREA
Monadnock Ledger-Transcript

SEDONA, Ariz. — Investi-
gators believe the same man
who shot two New Hamp-
shire residents last Friday
outside Sedona also killed a
sheriff ’s deputy on Sunday
in north Phoenix.

Ballistic experts from the
Yavapai County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice confirmed Tuesday that
“the cartridges taken from
both crime scenes are a
match,” according to a press
release dated Jan. 10, issued
by the sheriff ’s office. 

Yavapai County Sheriff
Scott Mascher said in a
press conference Tuesday
morning that the suspect in
both slayings is Drew R.
Maras, 30, of Phoenix. Maras
was killed by return fire
when deputies responded to
a routine burglary call at a
medical building in north
Phoenix at approximately 4
a.m. Sunday. 

Detectives who spoke
with Maras’ father described
him as a U.S. Marine Corps
reservist, who showed no
signs of post-traumatic

Turn to TRAGEDY......Page 6

Friends murdered in 
Arizona died at the hand
of an alleged cop killer

JAFFREY

Two union 
contracts
ratified

BY ALYSSA DANDREA
Monadnock Ledger-Transcript

JAFFREY — The Select
Board ratified one-year collec-
tive bargaining agreements
with two local unions repre-
senting police officers and De-
partment of Public Works em-
ployees, officials announced
Monday. The agreements call
for a 2.5 percent wage increase
in 2012 and calls for employees
to pay more for medical cover-
age. 

The town paid $563,708 in
health and medical coverage
for all town employees last
year, according to Town Man-
ager Mike Hartman. The cost
of insurance this year, he said

WHAT’S OLD IS NEW

Great expectations
Mitt Romney takes first-in-the-nation primary with 40 percent

STAFF PHOTOS BY ANGELA JANE EVANCIE

Elija Barthelmess, 5, of New Ipswich crawls underneath voting booths at Mascenic Regional High School while he waits
for his father to vote on Tuesday.

BY JESSICA CAMILLE AGUIRRE
Monadnock Ledger-Transcript

PETERBOROUGH — As polls closed across the
state on Tuesday evening, Republican supporters ral-
lied at campaign parties in Manchester and waited in
nervous, but short-lived, anticipation of results that
confirmed the national punditry’s yearlong prediction:
Mitt Romney won the first-in-the-nation primary, ad-
vancing his second bid to clinch the presidential nomi-
nation. 

Turn to PRIMARY........................................Page 5

Primary close yields
overtures of larger race

Greenville Town Moderator Jim Lambert explains the
features of a polling booth for hearing- and visually-
impaired voters at the former Greenville Elementary
School during Tuesday's primaries.

PRIMARY COVERAGE, INSIDE
More local voices on their presidential primary choices and the path they took to get to their decision, in Viewpoints on Page 8
Town-by-town voting breakdowns by candidate, including the Republican and Democratic counts, with total voter turnout, Page 4
Analysis of the long road to this year’s primary, what the outcome means, and how the campaigns fit into the arch of primary history, Page 7

Bo Rautio, First-time Peterborough voter
Voted for Buddy Roemer

Why did you vote for Roemer?
From what I'm hearing and seeing

lately, he seems to have a lot of experi-
ence. He's been a governor and a bank
owner.

Was he the candidate you started out
supporting or did you change your
mind?

I've been kind of jumping around.
That's the decision I made at the end.

Steven Berry, Francestown
Voted for Mitt Romney

Why did you vote for Romney?
I think on the Republican side he's the

best candidate going forward, and I think
we need to change the government. 

Was he the candidate you started
with?

I didn't support him the last time
around. I don't think he's the candidate
we really need, but he's the best thing out
there.

Ellen Kaplin, Antrim
Voted for Ron Paul

Why did you vote for Paul?
Because he's down to Earth and he's a

strong man.
Was he the candidate you started with?

I have changed my mind. I can't re-
member [who I used to support]. 
Honestly.

Turn to CONTRACTS .Page 5
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But in Peterborough, in a
house on Powersbridge Road,
Obama backers gathered to
watch a webstreamed address
from Vice President Joe Biden
and talk about gearing up for
the general election in Novem-
ber.

Romney’s victory — the for-
mer Massachusetts governor
and failed 2008 Republican
presidential candidate took 40
percent of the vote across the
state and 34 percent in the
Monadnock region — cinched
the momentum he’s gathered
after a close win in Iowa’s cau-
cuses last week and bolstered
a candidacy that will struggle
to enjoy the same following in
the more socially conservative
southern states that will host
the next contests. 

Still, with the rest of the Re-
publican field splitting voter
support and Romney’s cam-
paign positioning him as the
practical, inevitable choice,
Democrats are gearing up for
a race against what they al-
ready see as the presumptive

nominee. And local staffers for
the Obama campaign, which
enjoys wide support in Peter-
borough, stressed Tuesday
that the President has not for-
gotten about the people who
put him in office.

Obama’s supporters,
though, are acutely aware of
the issue that propelled Rom-
ney to the front of the Republi-
can pack and that will deter-
mine the voter sentiment over
the course of the nominating
process and the general elec-
tion: the economy. 

It’s a topic that Republican
candidates continually re-
ferred to as they crisscrossed
New Hampshire stumping for
votes over the past seven
months. 

“I intend to make America
the job creating machine it’s
always been, and make sure
it’s good to be middle class in
America again,” Romney said
during a Peterborough Town
Hall meeting in November. “I
believe that middle class
Americans should have the
highest standard of living in
the world.”  

As a former executive of
Bain Capital and Bain and
Company, with more than 20
years of experience in the pri-
vate sector, Romney repeated-
ly underscored his business
acumen during New Hamp-
shire campaign stops. He re-
cently came under fire after re-
marks that opponents said
highlighted his distance from
middle class concerns. Rom-
ney is a multi-millionaire. 

Ron Paul, the libertarian-
leaning candidate who gar-
nered 23 percent of the New
Hampshire vote and 28 per-
cent of the Monadnock vote
Tuesday, positioned himself as
the counter to establishment
Republicans like Romney,
touting a wide-ranging agenda
hinging on reducing govern-
ment spending. Paul support-
ers, who came out in droves for
a Peterborough Town Hall he
hosted in mid-December, were
among a sparse crowd holding
signs outside of the polling
place in Jaffrey on Tuesday.

But enthusiasm outside
campaign headquarters was
markedly absent, and in many

regional towns there were few-
er picketers than appear for
town elections. In the Monad-
nock region, 45 percent of reg-
istered voters cast a ballot —
the same turnout that voted in
the last single-party contest in
2004. In 2008, when both the
Democratic and Republican
nomination was contested,
turnout surged to 62 percent.

At the Obama campaign
event Tuesday night — the on-
ly public primary night event in
the region, Democratic or Re-
publican — math teacher
Becky Van Dan said she hoped
the lackluster showing would
affect Romney’s staying power
in the long run.

“I think this election is like
the one when [Sen. John] Ker-
ry was the Democratic nomi-
nee,” Van Dan said. “Back then
I voted for Kerry because I
wasn’t going to vote for [Presi-
dent George W.] Bush. But it
wasn’t with enthusiasm that I
voted for him. I think the Re-
publicans find themselves in a
similar situation, where
there’s not a single candidate
they can all get excited be-

hind.”
That critique has been lev-

eled against Romney since he
announced his candidacy last
summer, with each alternative
candidate enjoying a momen-
tary surge as the Republican
electorate’s wandering eye
came to rest on any substitute.

Jon Huntsman, former
Utah governor and U.S. am-
bassador to China, bet his
strategy on that dissatisfac-
tion, devoting more time to
New Hampshire than any oth-
er candidate in the hope of at-
tracting moderate and inde-
pendent voters. 

But Huntsman — who held
more than 170 events in the
state including appearances at
the Peterborough Town
House, the Peterborough and
Jaffrey-Rindge Rotary Club
meeting, Franklin Pierce Uni-
versity and the Monadnock
Ledger-Transcript editorial of-
fices — never saw the surge he
was hoping for, only creeping
forward in statewide polls dur-
ing the last week. 

Still, Huntsman, who pulled
in approximately 17 percent of

the statewide vote, didn’t
clinch Peterborough, which
had more voters cast a ballot
for Obama than either Hunts-
man or Romney. While he did
win in Hancock and Dublin,
strong showings from Paul
supporters — especially in
Antrim and Greenfield where
Paul received more votes than
Romney — stifled Huntsman’s
hopes for a strong second
place finish. Huntsman will go
on, he vowed during a speech
Tuesday night, to compete in
the South Carolina primary on
Jan. 21.

With 48 states still to select
delegates to send to the Re-
publican National Convention
in August, Romney may find
his momentum slipping. But
even if it doesn’t, the challenge
will be rousing an electorate
that is only warily settling for
what they see as the pragmatic
choice.

“I don’t think [Romney’s]
the candidate we really need,”
Francestown resident Steven
Berry said after casting a bal-
lot for Romney. “But he’s the
best thing out there.”

First-in-the-nation primary sets the stage for general election
PRIMARY ......(from page 1)
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 121650  603-878-4500 •  www.cottb.com

 800 Turnpike Rd., NeWest Mall, New Ipswich, NH

 Winter Hours: Wed.- Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-4

 120894

 50% OFF 
 WINTER 
 SALE -

 ALL 

 CONSIGNMENT!

 Jan. 18-21

 HAPPY
 NEW YEAR !!
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                ARE YOU DIGGING
            A HOLE FOR YOURSELF?
 Do you wonder how cavities actually form? Tooth decay begins with harmful bacteria in the 
 mouth that feed on sugars and carbohydrates. If poor oral hygiene allows these bacteria to 
 continue to grow without interference, the acid they produce (as a by-product of 
 metabolizing sugar) can demineralize (dissolve) tooth enamel. Ordinarily, this process 
 happens slowly, giving the body time to replenish (remineralize) the enamel. However, when 
 populations of bacteria outpace the body’s ability to rebuild enamel, the first stage of tooth 
 decay (dental caries) results, appearing as a spot discernable only to the dentist or on an x-
 ray. The dentist may stop this decay process by applying fluoride, but  once the decay has 
 penetrated the tooth enamel, a cavity forms.

 One of the most important parts of tooth care happens at home. Brushing and flossing 
 properly, along with regular dental checkups, can help prevent tooth decay and gum disease. 
 At  MONADNOCK DENTAL ASSOCIATES , we invite your questions about the health of your 
 gums and teeth. We are caring, compassionate, highly skilled professionals who are dedicated 
 to providing you with high-quality dentistry and service. We are located at 1 23 Main Street, 
 Jaffrey . Please call  603.532.8720  and let us schedule your next oral health appointment. Our 
 team of dedicated staff have been providing quality family dental care since 1979. 

 P.S. Fluoride and minerals in saliva help increase remineralization of teeth.

 The Myth & The Reality

 Of Buy Low, Sell High, Entering 

 The Cycle Of Real Estate
 The goal of investors in the stock market is to 
 “buy low - sell high!” The same philosophy can 
 work when buying or selling a home too, but 
 there is a difference. Stock investors may buy at 
 will when prices are “down” and sell when they 
 are “up,” while you are not usually free to choose 
 whether the housing market is “up” or “down” 
 before buying or selling a home. In all likelihood, 
 a purchase is predicated on some event, such as 

 a job transfer, an addition to the family, or a desire to downsize. A similar 
 event may also prompt you to sell your home, perhaps within a specific 
 time frame. Historically, real estate has risen in value. It has also 
 experienced up and down cycles, lasting from 3-10 years depending on 
 the geographic market among other factors. If you purchase your home 
 during the “down” portion of a cycle (a buyer’s market) and sell during 
 the “high” cycle (a seller’s market), that is ideal. Conversely, you may have 
 to buy as homes reach the peak of a cycle. This doesn’t mean you’re 
 paying too much, only that you’re paying the going price in that cycle. If 
 you sell your home a few years later, you may find prices are at the lower 
 end of the cycle, possibly resulting in a loss. Either way, the value of your 
 home today is whatever ready, willing, and able buyers are paying for 
 similar homes in your area and what a willing seller will accept. Your 
 Realtor can perform a CMA or  C omparative  M arket  A nalysis, usually on a 
 complimentary basis. That’s a great place to start!

 Advertisement

 If you’re thinking of buying or selling a home, land, condominium, investment 
 property or just want to “talk real estate,”  please consider us. We’ve been 

 serving the Monadnock Region for more than 39 years. THANK YOU. 
 Marc P. Tieger, Tieger Realty Co., Inc. • 25 Turnpike Road • Jaffrey, NH 

 (603) 532-8765 • Visit Our Web site:  www .tiegerrealty.com   121671

 by  Marc Tieger

STAFF PHOTO BY JESSICA CAMILLE AGUIRRE

Obama supporters gathered in Peterborough Tuesday night
to hear a webstreamed address by Vice President Joe Biden.

STAFF PHOTO BY DAVE ANDERSON

Ballot clerk Judy Stockwell, left, explains procedures to 
voters checking in at the Town House Tuesday morning. 

STAFF PHOTO BY ALYSSA DANDREA

Gary Hunter, left, and his wife, Candace McCabe, both of
Jaffrey held signs for Jon Huntsman Tuesday. 

Wednesday, is roughly the
same. But the town’s contribu-
tion is slated to go down to
$509,744 and employees will be
asked to pay the approximate-
ly $53,000 difference. Hartman
said about $53,000 total will be
awarded in raises to both
union and non-union employ-
ees

At Monday’s Select Board
meeting, Hartman said the
town had achieved a “near ze-
ro-sum gain.” Hartman ex-
plained that the raises would
essentially cover the one-third
more employees will pay for in-
surance. But voters must still
approve the contracts at Town
Meeting in March for them to
take effect.

Select Board members
unanimously agreed that the

raise rates and change in med-
ical benefits would also apply
to non-union employees, a
practice carried over from
years past. The town has 43
full-time employees and 42
part-time employees. The po-
lice union has 11 members and
the Department of Public
Works union has 12 members. 

In negotiating this year’s
contracts with the two unions,
Hartman said the decision was
made to pursue a one-year as
opposed to the three-year deal
the town is accustom to.

“When the town reached
three-year agreements, we
ran a much better economy,”
Hartman said. “In the interim,
the economy has gone south
and we were locked into three-
year agreements that reflect-
ed a different time.”

Because employees can opt

to have individual or family
plan coverage there would be a
slight gain or decrease in their
checks from last year, Hart-
man said. With employees car-
rying a greater burden, Hart-
man said the town portion of
medical expenses decreased
for the first time in at least a
decade.

The town switched from
Primex Insurance to Cigna, ef-
fective Feb. 1, because Primex
is no longer ensuring munici-
palities. 

But Hartman said the
change in employee contribu-
tions did not have anything to
do with the switch to a different
insurance provider.

Jaffrey Police Sgt. Scott
Stevens, chapter chair for the
police union, said in an inter-
view with the Ledger-Tran-
script Tuesday that the negoti-

ation process was quick and
went well for both sides. 

Stevens said there was no
concern among employees
about paying more for medical
coverage because the 2.5 per-
cent wage increase effective
Jan. 1 will offset it to some ex-
tent. 

“It is my understanding that
the town felt strongly about
this,” Stevens said. “The town,
in the past, has had to absorb
the brunt of all the medical
rate increases. It has reached
a point where they have to
share that with employees.”

Stevens said he believes
that most employees will see a
raise, even if the increase is
small.

In light of the economic
times, Stevens said the union
agreed to the need for a one-
year, as opposed to a three-

year, agreement.
“They found that things can

change,” Stevens said, refer-
ring to the agreement reached
by the town and two unions last
year to defer raises. “That
clearly showed that we are
working with the town and not
doing just what is best for us.”

At the 2011 March Town
Meeting, voters approved
$71,701 in raises and benefits
for police and Department of
Public Works employees, but
the proposed $8,111,679 total
operating budget failed to pass
by eight votes with no other
provisions being made. 

In May, the town and two
unions reached an agreement
to postpone the second raise of
the year to the last day of the
2011 fiscal year. 

The same arrangement was
applied to non-union employ-

ees, for a total savings of
$24,400.

Members of the Depart-
ment of Public Works declined
to comment on the new agree-
ment struck between the town
and the public works employ-
ees’ union, stating that they
would not speak until the con-
tract was signed. 

“That may be their position
that they can’t speak until
then,” Hartman said, “but it is
my understanding both sides
ratified, so I guess it comes
down to how the members
choose to define that.”

Now that the Select Board
has ratified the contracts,
Hartman has asked the two
unions to draft them, after
which they will be signed by
the unions and town officials,
and voted on by the townspeo-
ple. 

Select Board ratifies union contracts for Public Works, Police Department
CONTRACTS ..(from page 1)
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