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Arts & Leisure

 T HE  T OADSTOOL  B OOKSHOPS

 Please Join Us!

 109749

 Colony Mill Marketplace, Keene, NH 03431
 M S 10-9  Sun. 11-6  352-8815  

 Lorden Plaza, Milford, NH 03055
 M-F 9-9. Sat. 1-5. Sun. 11-5  673-1734

 12 Depot Square, Peterborough, NH 03458 M-F 10-6, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4  
 924-3543  www.toadbooks.com

 Reading work from the anthology, or other pieces of their choosing, will be Kate 
 Gleason, Jim Kates, Michael Nethercott. F.D. Reeve, and DianaLee Velie.
 THE BEST OF WRITE ACTION #2   consists of poetry and short stories 
 published by “Write Action” a Brattleboro based  grassroots organization of 
 writers from this region.
 Write Action is a non-profit organization that is sustained by donations from its subscriber base an d 
 community fundraising. Its various collaborations and other projects are further supported by grants .  The 
 Best of Write Action No. 2: The Tenth Anniversary Anthology  was made possible by a grant from the Crosby 
 Fund as part of the Vermont 
 Community Foundation. 

 P LEASE  M EET  C ONTRIBUTORS  T O

 THE BEST OF 
 WRITE ACTION #2

 R EADING  F ROM  A ND  D ISCUSSING  T HEIR  
 N EW  A NTHOLOGY

 SATURDAY FEBRUARY 26TH AT 2 PM
 AT OUR STORE IN PETERBOROUGH

 109655

 Laundry Facilities, off-street parking and on 
 site mail delivery are available.

 All two-bedroom townhouses have a private 
 back deck overlooking the river.

  As low as $855 per month
 Call now for more information!

 TWO-BEDROOM 
 APARTMENTS AVAILABLE

 THM Property Management Services, Inc.
 129 Lincoln Ave., Manchester Center, VT 05255

 1-802-367-5251 •  (Hearing impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext 326)

 C ORNER   OF  U NION  & W ILDER  S TREETS

 P ETERBOROUGH , N EW  H AMPSHIRE

 � Heat  � Electricity  � Water 
 � Sewer  � Snow/Trash removal 

 � Maintenance

 Worried about the 
 high cost of utilities?
 One low monthly rent includes:

 HEATHERBROOK 
 APARTMENTS

Guild makes a home for artists
PETERBOROUGH: Cooperative venture gives emerging artists and crafters a place to grow

BY PRISCILLA MORRILL
Monadnock Ledger-Transcript

The owner of Blue Moon Soaps and
Pottery in Peterborough has also
started a nonprofit guild of artists,

the Monadnock Crafters Guild, and
gallery on Concord Street.

Guild members from throughout the
region and beyond are selling their work,
offering classes and creating a commu-
nity of artists at 127 Concord St. Blue
Moon, which used to operate at 40 Main
Street, is now there, too.

On Thursday, Linda DuBreuil, guild
president and owner of Blue Moon, said
forming the guild is a dream come true.
There are about 25 members at present,
but the guild can accommodate 35 to 40,
she said, since there is room to expand in
the same building in which the guild now
leases space.

“When I bought the Blue Moon that’s
what I wanted to do, turn it into a crafters
guild, but I didn’t know how to do it,” she
said. 

That was in 2008, though, DuBreuil
had managed the business prior to buy-

ing it. After doing some research and vis-
iting other guilds, she began holding
meetings in August 2010 to see who in
the area might be interested in joining a
local cooperative. The guild opened its
Concord Street doors, where it is leasing
space, in mid-October, the same time
Blue Moon relocated from downtown.

“We wanted a place where we could
show our art and crafts, and be able to
sell them without raising our price,” she
explained about the guild’s mission. “It’s
working.”
Turn to GUILD..........................Page 16

REDWING BLACKBIRD: Peterborough-based band opens up its sound with electric infusion

ON A
NEW
PATH

BY JESSICA CAMILLE AGUIRRE
Monadnock Ledger-Transcript

Eric Gagne and Austin Wright are like
peanut butter and jelly. At least that’s what
Gagne says of the duo that makes up the

core of Peterborough-based band Redwing
Blackbird. They’ve been playing together since
high school at Conant, where they met in algebra
class.

Redwing Blackbird has made its name on the
kind of sweetly melodic and layered acoustics
that have earned them comparison to Bonnie
Prince Billy and (Smog). But they’re about to
move away from all that; a month ago the band
decided to plug their instruments in and go elec-
tric (“the electric blackbird will fly soon,” an-
nounced the band’s Facebook page). 

They debut their new electric sound in a show
at the Toadstool Bookshop in Peterborough on
Friday. The change won’t hearken them back to
some of the original incarnations of Wright and
Gagne’s collaborations, which were inspired by
bands like the Red Hot Chili Peppers. Instead, it
brings them into a new dimension of sound that
explores the possibility of noise while sticking to
sweeping harmony.

Maybe the musical shift is best described by
drummer Ben Roger’s knees; they don’t keep still
anymore when the band is rehearsing. Rogers
met Wright and Gagne in Rindge, where they
grew up. Jeffrey Murphy, who played the upright
bass and has switched to bass guitar, grew up in
Keene and joined the band shortly after they
formed in late 2006. Their debut self-titled album
was released in 2007, with a follow up album enti-
tled “That River Skinned A Bear,” released in No-

STAFF PHOTO BY PRISCILLA MORRILL

On Thursday, Nancy Mullins-Grove of Peterborough, a 
member of the Monadnock Crafters Guild, discusses one 
of her designer totes at the guild’s shop on Concord Street.

STAFF PHOTOS BY JESSICA CAMILLE AGUIRRE

Clockwise from top left, Peterborough resident Eric Gagne on guitar, songwriter and Temple resident Austin Wright 
on guitar, Surry’s Jeff Murphy on bass and Keene resident Ben Rogers on drums. Redwing Blackbird takes a loosely 
collective approach to music, and has collaborated with a number of musicians not pictured here, including Nashua 
native Christine Hayward, who plays ukulele. Inset is an image of the band’s self-titled CD.

IF YOU GO
What: Redwing Blackbird will debut its new electric
sound. The band will be joined by Brown Bird, a
gypsy-indie-acoustic outfit from Rhode Island, and
Pete Bernhard of the Devil Makes Three. 
When: Friday. Doors open at 6:30.
Where: Toadstool Bookshop in Peterborough
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vember 2010.
Wright and Gagne, howev-

er, are prolific. They collec-
tively write most of the
band’s songs, and they al-
ready have enough material
for two more albums. They
collect their musical mus-
ings on cassette tape
recorders, but the sound isn’t
so much anachronistic as
historically informed. Pluck-
ing guitar riffs reference folk
music, while drifting snare

beats and expansive instru-
mentation caution against
lethargic listening. 

For now, the two new al-
bums in the works will have to
wait. The band is wrapping up
an experimental collabora-
tion with five other musicians
that, though yet unnamed,
will release soon. They’re
planning on touring in early
March, with shows lined up in
Brattleboro, Cambridge and
Northampton. Over the past
four years, the group has
toured extensively, playing at
venues like the Living Room

and Goodbye Blue Monday in
New York City and traveling
as far as Chicago.

But the group is most at
home in the Monadnock re-
gion, because it’s their home.
Gagne runs the music store
at Toadstool Books in Peter-
borough, and Wright lives at
the Lukas community in
Temple; Rogers and Murphy
live in Keene and Surry re-
spectively. Each member has
concurrent musical projects
that they are involved with:
Rogers and Murphy both
play in another band called

Lonesome Lake and Gagne
has been organizing shows at
the Toadstool Bookshop that
bring in groups from all over
the Northeast. He also or-
ganizes an annual three-day
Peterborough music festival,
the Thing in the Spring, that
had musicians on the roof of
the bookshop last year play-
ing to crowds below.  

Much of Gagne’s musical
ventures stem from a local
project called the Glass Mu-
seum, which organizes the
shows and publishes a broad-
sheet, the Atavist, that focus-
es on music reviews. The im-
petus for many of the proj-
ects is directed at re-map-
ping the geography of a
young art scene and spurring
local creative exchange.  

Redwing Blackbird re-

hearses, when the band
members can converge, at
the Toadstool. After the book-
store closes, they roll away
heavy shelves to create a nest
in the middle of the aisles
where they set the equipment
up. As they practice, Wright
and Gagne seem to agree on
changes before either of
them speaks. Taking down
the equipment after a recent
rehearsal, they described
their musical collaboration
alongside their friendship, as
if the two were inseparable. 

For a band that arises from
a distinct place, Redwing
Blackbird presents a new per-
spective on what music here
sounds like. Still, the Monad-
nock region is fundamental to
the sound. “Southern New
Hampshire is a very relaxing,
beautiful place,” Wright said.
“Maybe us having grown up
here, you know our music is
pretty mellow and relaxing. If
we lived in a really hectic
place we may not be able to
play something that’s really
simple — and nice.”

“Any artist that makes
anything,” Gagne added,
“there will always be some-
thing about it that you can
say, ‘Oh that’s definitely a
product of this place.’ But at
the same time, it’s just a cul-
mination of your life.”
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 COMING ATTRACTION!

 109384

 NEW!   ASK 
 ABOUT PLAYERS 

 PLATINUM
  PASS

 Saturday, Feb. 26  at 1:00 PM

 Tickets
  $25 adults,

  $20 students

 2011 Theatre Season Subscriptions
  and Barn Door Flex Passes For Sale NOW!

 The Met: Live in HD

 LUCIA DI 
 LAMMERMOOR
 By Gaetano Donizetti

 Sat., March 19, 1 PM

 The Met: Live in HD

 IPHIGENIE
 EN TAURIDE
 By Christoph Willibald von Gluck
 Starring Placido Domingo and
  Susan Graham  Tickets $25 adults, $20 students

 109639 109750

 109755

 Corner of Grove & School Streets • Peterborough, NH

 924-6365 • www.harlowspub.com

 H ARLOW’S  P UB H ARLOW’S  P UB H ARLOW’S  P UB

 MARTIN BISI
 Saturday, February 26

 Martin Bisi  will be performing with special guest 
 Brian Viglione  from the  Dresden Dolls.

 M artin is a musician and record producer from 
 NYC  who has worked with  Iggy Pop , the  R amones, 

 Helmet, White Zombie, Material, Brian Eno, 
 Herbie Hancock  and many others.

 10
92

92

 Jack Daniels Motor Inn Jack Daniels Motor Inn
 80 Concord St. • Peterborough, NH 80 Concord St. • Peterborough, NH

 603/924-7548 • www.jackdanielsinn.com 603/924-7548 • www.jackdanielsinn.com

 109670

 Grandma Mae’s
 Country Naturals

 Sale runs Feb. 1st-28th OR  While Supplies Last

 www.onestopcountrypet.com

 149 Emerald Street 
 Keene, NH

 603-352-9200

 648 Putney Road 
 Brattleboro, VT

 802-257-3700

 $12.99
 6lb Cat Food

 $36.99
 30lb Dog Food

OFF
THE

WALL
A sampling of visual

arts and exhibits from
across the region

FROM THE MARIPOSA

NORTH AFRICA 
ARTIFACTS

The oasis of Tamanrasset
in southern Algeria sits at
1,320 meters in the rugged
Ahaggar Mountains, sur-
rounded by the Sahara
Desert. A stop along the great
trans-Saharan trade routes,
the ground watered by the oa-
sis grows citrus, apricots,
dates, almonds, figs and
grains.  

Tamanrasset is home to the
Tuareg, the “Blue People” of
the Sahara, so named because
their indigo dyed robes even-
tually tinge their skins blue. 

Nomad pastoralists,
traders and warriors, the Tu-
areg organize themselves in
clan confederations called
“kels.”  The kel is hierarchical
with different castes special-
izing in certain tasks. It is
probably a member of the “In-
adan” caste, responsible for
making and repairing sad-
dles, tools and other house-
hold equipment, who made
this two handled earthen jug.

Artifacts and clothing from
across North Africa – Egypt,
Tunisia, Algeria, Libya and
Morocco – are now on display
at Mariposa as part of “The
Mediterranean,” open until
June 12.

SUBMIT AN EVENT
Do you know of an event
going on in our region? If so,
e-mail details to
news@ledgertranscript.com.

Typically, she said, galleries
charge a commission on sales.
Since the Monadnock Crafters
Guild is a nonprofit organization
owned and operated by its mem-
bers, there are no commission
fees. Instead, members pay month-
ly dues, pay credit card and check
cashing fees, and work one day a
month at the gallery. Currently,
monthly dues vary, depending on
the expenses of the guild.

“We’re trying to keep them un-
der $50,” DuBreuil said. “The
guild itself is nonprofit...but the
members take care of their own
taxes on any sales that they
make.”

The guild’s jury process is dif-
ferent from other galleries as well.

“It needs to be quality hand-
made, but we’re open to a lot of dif-
ferent things,” she said. 

The guild shop offers gallery
space to each of its members
whose work varies from pottery,
folk art and stained glass work to
custom window treatments, de-
signer soft luggage and clothing
made from recycled materials. 

“Our goal is to be affordable to
everyone. We want to have all
kinds of classes [for the public],”
DuBreuil said.

Currently, there are adult pot-
tery classes and a children’s class
exploring various art media, but
there are also plans to hold bead-
work, knitting and other fiber
works, and woodturning classes
as well. 

Blue Moon is still offering the
same things it did when it was lo-
cated downtown, including ceram-
ic studio time and other programs.

“We still do birthday parties, ba-
by and bridal showers, and girls
night out on Thursday nights,”
said DuBreuil, adding that tea par-
ties, fairy parties and bead parties
are soon to come as well. “I
thought I was going to miss down-
town, but I don’t. We have a nice
view [here], we have a lot more
parking. I do miss the foot traffic,
but people are stopping. They’re
finding me here.”

The guild is in the midst of apply-
ing for nonprofit status so that it
can accept tax-deductible dona-
tions. Guild members also plan to
apply for grants for art programs,
DuBreuil noted. 

“We’re really excited,” she said. 
Accessible and family-friendly

are two of the guild’s other objec-
tives.

“We wanted to feel comfortable
coming in,” she said. “Dogs are
welcome.”

A place to show her art, get reac-
tions from the public and be com-
pensated fairly were Nancy
Mullins-Grove’s reasons for join-
ing the guild, she said Thursday
while working at the shop.

“I just heard they were putting
one together and signed up,” she
said. 

Mullins-Grove makes custom
window treatments, wallets and
totes she designs and sews herself
in a workroom at her home. 

“I have to get my stuff out there.
I was online, but I wasn’t producing
the quantity up to that level yet,”
she said.

Being part of the guild, she said,
will give her an opportunity to be-
gin building up her production effi-
ciency and gauge interest for vari-
ous products.

“Any product we sell, we keep all
the money,” she said, about the
guild, which was a motivation to

join the artisan’s cooperative. “Oc-
tober, November and December we
did very well.”

Members meet monthly and
have voting rights as well as part
ownership in the guild, she added.
Committees within the guild have
also formed to help plan special
events, noted fellow member Lisa
Chappelle of Hancock.

Chappelle, who makes hats and
pottery, said the guild offers two
different types of membership, one
for adults and one for students. The
one for students is intended to be
even more affordable than the reg-
ular membership, she said.

For more information, visit mon-
adnockcraftersguild.org.

Guild gives
art a home
GUILD ................(from page 15)

Locally based band Redwing Blackbird on a new path
BLACKBIRD.(from page 15)

STAFF PHOTOS BY PRISCILLA MORRILL

Monadnock Crafters Guild members display a variety of work at the guild’s gallery/shop on Concord Street
in Peterborough. Clockwise from top left: A birdhouse by Sandy Brooks of Hancock, pottery by Lisa 
Chappelle of Hancock, a lamp by Brooks and recycled flowerpot crafts by Laura Edwards of Wilton.
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